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The music band at St. Joseph’s Catholic High School in Barrie went to Toronto to see an Italian 
opera by Mozart at the Four Seasons Centre called Cosi Fan Tutte, which means in English, 
“What Women Do”. The students were very excited to see the opera. For most students it was 

their first time seeing an opera performance. The students 
took a school bus down to Toronto with their band leader, 
conductor, and concert coordinator, Mary Tamburri. 
 
It was 12:00 in the afternoon when the students arrived, and 
they were very excited. The students were taken to a room 
where they did many fun acting games with acting coach, 
Amy Cummings. After the acting workshop, they were sent to 
another room to hear an opera singer. 
 
 

This is where Russell Braun sang for the students. 
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When the students went into this opening room they saw a 
beautiful grand piano in the centre. As soon as the students 
were seated, Russell Braun (baritone opera singer) began to 
sing. “His voice is fantastic!” said Conner Levenns. Russell 
has been singing for over 10 years. His piano accompanist, 
Stephane Mayer, has been playing piano for over 20 years.  
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After they finished talking about their experiences, they divided the students into different sections: 
Sopranos, Altos, Mezzos and Baritones. The students were able to harmonize for a bit, and did 
really well.  
 
After all the workshops, the students went to a local mall to eat at the food court. After they were 
done eating everyone headed back to the theater. The opera started at 7:00 p.m., and continued 
until 10:30 p.m.. Once the performance ended, four girls were able to go backstage and meet the 
female opera singer, Emily D’Angelo.   
 
 



 

 
Emily is such an incredible singer and one of the nicest 
people anyone will ever meet. “Did you all enjoy the 
opera?” asked Emily.  
 
“We definitely did!” replied Anjelique Croteau.  
 
“That was amazing! I loved it so much!” said Sara 
Vargus.  
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Harrison meet opera singer, Emily D’Angelo 
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